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F-18E/F PILOT
USN
BLUE ANGELS COMMANDER

O Alexander Armatas elval ylo¢ touv asipvnotouv TnAguayou "Telly" Armatas, arno Ti¢
Yupakovoec TNS Neag Yopkne (ameBiwoe otig 10 AekepBpiov 2013). O TnAEUAx0g
yewnenke oto Ptepo TNC Agukadag aro Tov 2nupo kal Tnv EvayyeAia Apuatad
(ZkAaBevitn) otic 17 Maptiov 1954. MeTaKOULOE OTLC YUPAKOVOEG artod Tnv ABriva
oe NALKia 16 eTWV Kal, avTiheTwridovtag TI¢ OVUOKOALES TNG veapng evnALkiwong,
gpabe ayyAlka kat arogoitnoe arod to Mupvacto Tou NOTLyxap. ZuvexLoe oe
dLapopeg GoLAeLES, MG TeALkA KateAnge otn FedEx, 0mou epydoTnKe wg
TAXLPETAPOPEQG yia 27 xpovia. Mavtpevtnke Tnv Kathy Burke kat To euyapt
areKkTNoe Teooepa matdLa, Tov AAeEavopo, Tov MaBpLiA, Tov XpLoTogopo Kal TNV
EvayyeAia. To éBo¢ tou Alexander yLa Tnv agporopia To KANPOVOUNoe ano Tov
natepa Tov.

'Me mriiye 0To agpobpOUIO TWV 2ZUPAKOUCWY OTAV MNUOLV TTOAU UIKPOC, (0w EL N
ENTA eTWV. Quuduat 0Tt €iba Ta agpomAdva kat NEoLVV yonTeuuevog. Kabwe udbatva
yla Tnv agpormopia kat aventuéa To maboc pou yla Tnv agpomnopla, dpxioa va KAvw
MPOG TNV OTPATIWTIKI Kaplepa Povo Kat ovo Adyw TwV eukalptwy. HeeAa va kdvw
TO T1L0 SUOKOAO TTPAyLa OV UTINPXE OTNV AEPOTIoPIa Kal va MPOKAAEOW MPAYUATIKA
TOV €QUTO pou. Ekelvn Tnv emoxr, kat mbavwe akoun Kat Twpa, a yrmopovoate va
[OXUPLOTE(TE OTL TO OUOKOAOTEPO TIPAYLA TTIOU UTTOPEL va KAvEL Kave(g oTnv
agpornopla elval va mpooyelwoel eva agpoOKAPOg LYWNAWV eMOO0EWV 0
agpOMAQVOPOpO. YTIApXeL OVO Eva UEPOC TTIOU UMOPEIC va TO KAVELG auTo".

O Alexander Armatas mirjye oxoAeio oto Jordan-Elbridge kal teAeiwoe ta duo
TeAevTala xpovia Tou Aukeiou Tou oto Skaneateles. Antogoitnoe aro tn NavTtikn
Akadnuia Twv Hvwpevwy MoAttelwy to 2002 e mMTuYLo aepodlacTnULKAC
unxavikng. O Alexander ovopdotnKe agpomopog Tou MoAeptkol NauTLKoL oTov
Aepovavotabpo (NAS) Meridian, Tov lovvio Tou 2005, kat eéAaBe dlatayr yia tnv
VFA-115, Toug "Eagles’, oto NAS Lemoore, otnv KaAlgpopvia. Ekel vrinpetnoe wg
AELWPATIKOG MpoypappaTLopol, AGLWHATIKOG TuAPatog Mpappung, AELWPATIKOG
Exmaidevong OMAwY, ASLWPATIKOS ZnudTtwy Mpoovhwong, BondBog AELwuaTikoL
Etiixelprioewv kat AELwPaTikos Aopalelag. OAOKANPWOE TPELG avartTuEELG Tl TOU
USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) yLa Tnv UTIOCTAPLEN TWV ETILXELPAOEWY Iragi Freedom
Enionpn pwToypagpia tou Alexander Armatas wc Blue Angel #1. (US Navy Photo) kat Enduring Freedom. Kata tn dudpkela tng Bntetag tou, o Alexander ehae TO
BpaBeio nyeotag touv George H. W. Bush to 2008. To 2009, arnogoitnos arnod tov
KOKAO paBnuatwy Ekmatdeutr oto TOPGUN otov agpovavotadpo NAS Fallon tng
NeBdda kat otn ocuvvexela evtdaxdnke otouc " Flying Eagles " tng VFA-122 otov
aepovavotadbuo NAS Lemoore w¢ exkmatdeutng. Exel avaknpuxbnke wg

ekmatdeu TS TNC Xpovidc 2010. MeTd TNV OAOKANPWON TNG TEEPLodeiag Tov we
ekTiaLtdevTng, o Alexander avagepBnke otoug "Tophatters" tng VFA-14 oto Lemoore
NG KaALpOpvLa, w¢ aflwPaTLkog ekmaidevong kat avarttuxbnke oto USS John C.
Stennis (CVN-74) yia tnv vmootnpLén tng emxeipnong Enduring Freedom. Exel tou
artovepunnke to BpaBeto Lt.Cdr. Michael G. Hoff Attack Aviator of the Year yia to
2013. Metd tnv neplodeia Tou we ASlwpatikog Eknaidevong, o Alexander
avapepBnke otnv VFA-143 "Pukin’ Dogs" otov NAS Oceana otn Virginia Beach, wg
ETUKEPAANC TUAKATOG, 6Tov avartuxdnke oto USS Harry S Truman (CVN-75) yia
TNV LTIOoTNPLEN TN eTiXeipnong Inherent Resolve. Tov Aekeppplo tou 2016, 0
Alexander é\aBe dlatayeg yia tn Atoiknon Mpoowrtikot Touv Navtikol (NPC) oto
Millington tou Tennessee, WG AELWPATIKOSC MayxnTikwy Kpouong, YeTa tnv orota
avagepbnke otoug "Gunslingers" Tng VFA-105. Eylve ASLwpatikog Emxetpnoewy
Tov OKTwRpLo Touv 2019 kat avelaBe tn dloiknon Tov lavoudpto tov 2021. Katd tn
dlapkela Tng tormobetnong touv otnv VFA-105, avarttuxBnke duo gopeg el Touv USS
Dwight D Eisenhower (CVN-69) yia tTnv umootnpLén tng emtxeipnong Freedom's
Sentinel kat Touv anovepnbnke to BpaBeio Hyeotag 2020 tng Evwong NavTikoL kat
>wpatog Medovavtwy. O Alexander evtaxBnke otoug Blue Angels Tov Abyouoto

O Avtumhoiapyog Alex Armatas, SLOIKNTAC Kal apxnyos e Moipac Aepomoplkwyv Emdeifewy tou Tou 2022. Exel meplocoTepeg amno 4.100 wpeg TAoNS Kat 911 MpoovnNwoeLg og
MoAeptkol Nautikob Twv HIA, Twy Blue Angels, xatpetd mpty anod pia eKTatdeVTIKA TITron Tdvw ano OEPOTAAVOPOPO. Ta TIAPACHHA TOL TEPLAAUBAVOLY TO MeTAMLO EVSOKLUWY

™ Navtikn Agpotmopikn Eykataotacn (NAF) El Centro. Ot umoynglot a ol mpemet va €xouv , . . . . . , . ,
o I AiepoTieptrdl EVK N ( . ) . PHPLOL ApXniveL 1o X YTinpeolwy, teocoepa PetarAla Strike/Flight Air, tevte peTaAALa eTtaivou Tou
TouAdyxlotov 3.000 wpeg mTAONC Kal va eival ev evepyela OLOIKNTEC 1| va €Xouv OLOLKNOEL OTO

napeABov Molpa paynTikwy agpooka@wy. O Armatas unnpETnoe TPONYOUREVWE W SLOLKNTAG TwV NauTLKOU Kal TOL ZWHATOG MMedovavTwy, eva HETAAALO ETITEVYHATWY TOU
‘Gunslingers” tg Moipac Maxntikwy Kpouvong VFA-105. Ot mponyoUPEVEG QMOOTOAEG TOU NauTikoL Kat Tou Zwpatog MNedovauTwy, KaBwe Kat dlagpopa TPOCWTILKA,
nephappBdvouv TIOAAATAEG Teplodelec TG poipag, omou avamtuxdnke emi Touv USS Dwight D. pOVQ@lG[Q Kal UT[I’]pSOLOKd BQQBSLQ 0 AVTLT[?\O(QDXOC} Alexander Armatas OVé)\ClBS

Eisenhower yla tnv oot ptén tng etuxeipnong Freedom's Sentinel. O AvtimAotlapxog Armatas eivatl , 50 6 . . s 13
KATOXOC TITUXLOU agpodlacTNUIKAG UNXAVLKAC amd Tn NavTikr Akadnuia Twv Hvwpévwy MoALTeLwV. ETLLONUA TN BLOLKNON TG OHABAS VAUTLKNG GEPOTIOPLKNG ETLOELENG OTIG

O Armatas £)el eplocoTepeg and 4.000 Wpeg MTHONG Kal TeplocoTepes and 900 MPocvVNWOELS OE NogpBpiov 2022, oe tehetr) oto EBVikO Mouoeio NauTikng Agporopiag otny
agepOTAavVoPOPO. Ta Mapdonud Touv MepAapBAvouy MOAAATAEG SLAKPLOELG HOVABWY KAl TIPOOWTUKA Pensacola tng Florida kat eylve 0 0LOLKNTNG KAl ETUKEPAANG TULAOTOC LA TLC
BpaBeia. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Cody Deccio/Released, further
info by Brenda Duncan via https://www.stripes.com/)

aepomoplkeg emideifelc Twv Blue Angels o 2023 kat To 2024. O Armatas dnAwoe
OXETLKA PE TO yeyovog OTL elval Blue Angel kat apxnyog tng dlaonung opadag:

'H eukalpia va evtaxbw otou¢ Blue Angels Kal va eKmpoowrriow autd ta
OKTAKOOLEC XIALAbEC uEAN Tou mupnva tou MNoAeuikov NauTikou Kat Twv
[lelovauTwyv O0TO €VPU KOO NTav KATL mou SeV UImopouoa va mpooTepdow... ETOL
€Kkava altnon Kat NuovY apKeTd TUXEPOC TTIOU ETIAEXBNKA yia Tnv ouada....Notwbw
aroAuta tanevoc kat elvat Tn pou mou Bplokouat 5w yia va EKTTPOCWTOW TNV
ouada tou lNoAeuikou NavTikou Kat Twv NelovavuTwy....2e OAn Tn dldpKeLa TnNe
KapLepac Uou we rmAoToc F/A-18, mavta eBAemna tou¢ Blue wc rinyn eunvevonc”.

H opdada pag Tou evxeTal KaAr TUXN KAl KAAEG TIPOOYELWOELG OTO VEO TOU TIOOTO
TIOL KAveL Ttepreavn OAN TNV EAANVLKH KOLVOTNTA 0g OAOKANPO TOV KOOUO.
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Tom Cooper

H Opada Aepomopikwy Emdeifewv tou MoAeptkov Nautikol Twv HIA, 11 aAALwe ot Blue Angels, avTikateotnoe ta paxnTtika agpookden F/A-18A, F/A-18C kat F/A-18D Hornet oto teAog tou 2020. Ot Blue
Angels metolv (Ue pia i dvo afloonuelwTeg €€alpecelg) Ta MAAALOTEPA TTNTIKA (kavd onuepa Super Hornets maykoopiwg. KaBe €va amd Ta agpooKdA@n TOUg TPOEPXETAL amd TIC TAPTIOES apXIKAG
apaywyng xagnAou pudpou (LRIP). Katd oelpd, ta aepookdgn Tou povteAou E elval Ta vovuepa 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 17, 20, 21 kal 26 ™G Ypauung mapaywyng. Ta povreAa F eivat ot aptBuot 8, 10 kat 18.
Emopevwg, To va Aepe OTL oL MAe e Touy 'vea" agpookdgn eivatl avakplBeg. Ta agpookdgn umopet va eival 'vea" yia toug Mg, aAAd OAa €xouv e Tdgel HLle€odIKA 0TO MAPeABOV. Ta MePLOCOTEPA ATO AUTA
ATav oTnv mpayhatikoTnta Kawvoupyla tnv mepiodo 1999-2000. Eival emiong onuavtiko va onuelwBel 0Tl Ta agplwbovpeva, OTwe Katl ol pokdaTtoxol Toug, Ta legacy Hornet, @EpoLV PEPLKEC POPEC
BLaPoPeTIKOLG apLBPoLG OUPAG KATA TN dldpkela TG umnpeciag Toug otoug MmAe. O EAANvoapepilkavog AolknTrG Twy Mmie AyyeAwv TETAeL e TO agpookdgog #1 To omolo eival TuBavotata to BuNo
165666. To F/A-18E BuNo 165666 (MSN 1517/E020) eival To €va amo ta duo povo Super Hornet Tou povtéAou E twv Blue Angels Tou €xouv avamtuxfel oe agpomhavopopo. To agpooKAPog LTNPETNOE YLd
PWTN Popd otnv VFA-106. Katd tn dldpKela Tou €0pTacpol TG ekatovTaeTnpidag tng Nautikng Aepotopiag (CONA) to 2071, To aepOOKAPOG POPOVCE TOV TIAELPLKS aptBud AD 114 kal €va XpwHaTIKO
oxedlo Touv epotale pe avto Tng VA-106 étav avartuxdnke et tou USS Forrestal To 1967. To aepookd®og unnpetnaoe emiong pe tTnv Moitpa Aoklpwy VX-3T popwvTtag Tov MAeUPpLko aptBud DD 201. MOALG To
2018 1o 666 BplokoTav oTnv duvaun g VFA-146 Blue Diamonds, émou gpopouoe Tov TAeUpLIKO aptBud NH 302. Ao TéTe Tou Triye oToug Blue Angels To 666 exel mapatnpnbel va gopdel povo Tov oupaio
apLBuo touv Agevtikou: 1. (Artwork Tom Cooper, information by Bill Walton via https://avgeekery.com.)
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