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R4D DAKOTA & F4U-1 CORSAIR PILOT

VMJ-253 & VMFE-122

O Aoxiac Texvikol Thomas Efstathiou USMC yevvnBnke otig 22 Mdiouv 1918, oto Bronx tng Ne&ag
Yopkng. Htav ylog Tou ¢elyouc EANAVWY petavactwy, John kat Mary Efstathiou, ot omotot eixav
entiong evav akoun vyio, Tov George. O Thomas peyOAWoe Peoa 0TNV EAANVLKI KOLVOTNTA KAl
OLPPEWVA PE TOV OTPATLWTLKO TOU PAKEAO, HLAOVOE TIOAD KAAQ EAANVLIKA. MeTa TO OXOAelo,
epydotnke otnv XaAuBoupyia. KatataxBnke wg omAitng 0TO OTPATOAOYLKO ypaPeLo Twv
Medovavtwy Twv HIMA otn Nea Yopkn otic 20 louviou 1938, yLa va uminpetnoet yia 4 xpovia.
Meyxpt To 1941, ondte TapeTelve TN Bntela Touv yia GAAA Tpla xpovia, uTNEETNOE WG
peTaANoLpYOG oe dLagopes Moiped Twv MNedovavtwy Twy HITA, cupmepthayBavopevwy Twyv VMF-
1 kat VMS-1. Mponxdn apxikd oe Aekavea (10/06/1940) kat otn cuvexela o Aoyia (03/06/1941).
Ekave altnon yla tnv eknaidevon aepomopwy Tou MoAeptkod NauTIKoL Kal agoul TEPACE e
ETILTLXLA TIC yPATITEG EEETACELG YLA TOV KABOPLOWO TNG EKTALOEVTIKIG TOU KATAOTAONC OTIC 9
louviov 1941, evtaxbnke otov AepovavotadBpo NAS Pensacola otic 22 NoepBpiov 1941,
eLoEPXOUEVOG OTNV KAdon 11B-41P. Xapaktnpiotnke w¢ TAdTog Twy MNedovavTtwy, otig 7 Mdiou
1942, ue €l0LKOTNTA CE AEPOTAQvVA TIEPLTIOALAC Kal aueocwe PETA evTaxbnke otn 2n MNMtepuya
Agpookapwv Medovavtwy, Tpotou TorobetnBel otn Moipa BonBntikwyv Aepookagwy VMJ-253
oTLC 4 lovAiou 1942, exovtag non mpoaxBel oe EmiAoxia otic 3 lovviov 1942. Ztic 30 AvyovoTou
1942 et BLBACTNKE OTO QUEPLKAVLKO PeTaywylko SS PRESIDENT MONROE oto >av NTLEyKO Kal
TNV enopevn nuepa anenAevoe yia tn Noumea tng Neag KaAndoviag. Katd tn dtdpkela tng
TIAPAUOVHC TOL OTn BAAaooa Ttponxen Kat TTaAL oe Aoxia Texvikol oTIC 9 ZemteuPRpiov 1942,
EpTaoe otov mpoopLopd Tou oTLG 23 ZemtepBplov. Mevte nUEPEC apydTEPQA TIHPE PLa TITAON yLa TO
Guadalcanal kat ano ToTe METALE EMXELPNOLAKA TIAVW ATIO TNV TEEPLOXN TWV VNOLWY 20AOPWVTaA
OTIOV KATEYPAWE 62 TITHOELC KAl 222 WPEC TITHONG, EXOVTAC OLVOALKA 481 WpPeg PEXPL TOTE.
Metovuoe WG cLYKLBEPVNTNG oe agporhdva R4D-1, Tnv ekdoon tou MoAepikod NauTikol Tou
riepipnuou C-47, eupewd yvwotoL wg Dakota, petapepovtag avopes Kal eEOTALOPO ATO KAl TPOG
TO HETWTIO. YTINPETWVTAC 0T0 Guadalcanal Kat TtapakoAoLBwvTag Tov aywva Twv Motlpwy
paxnTikwy kat BopRapdiotikwy Tou USMC, Tou USN kat tTng USAAF oto Henderson Field, evavtia
OTOUG ldrwveg erdpopelG anopdaoloe va LTIORAAEL alTnon yLa ekTtaldevon o KATAOLWKTLKA,
peTatifepevog otig 22 AmptAiov 1943 otn Moipa Katadtwktikwy VMF-122 Tou Marine Air Group
22, oto Espiritu Santo, pe eTukKe@AANG ToV cLVTOPA SLACNUO ACO KAl KATOXO Tou MeTaAAlou tng
Tiwung, Taypatdpxn Gregory Boyington. H Moipa avtikateotnoe ta maAld tng F4F-4 Wildcats poALg
ALYEC NUEPEG TIPLY Kal peTanndoloe oTNV TIPWLHN TIapaAAayr) Tou paxnTtikou F4U Corsair, To F4U-
1. Katd tn didpkela ekelvwy Twv nuepwv N VMF-122 eéAaBe Tnv eMLXeELpNOLAKN TNG ekTtaideuon
oto Corsair, evi ouveXL{e VA TIETAEL OE EVAEPLEC TIEPLTIOALEG PAXNC KAl elval TiEplEPYO WS O
Thomas ntav oe Beon va eknatdeuTel OxL amAd oe eva AANO AgPOTIAAVO AAAA o€ €va
KATAOLWKTLKO TO OTOL0 XPeLAeTal pLla eVTEAWG OLAPOPETLKN TIPOCEYYLON OTNV KAUTUAN
€KUABNOoNG €LOLKA OTNV TITLYM TNG KAXNG KAl TO ONUAVTIKOTEPO XWALS VA LTIAPXEL O AMALTOVUEVOC
XPOvoG. Mia moAuTeAeLa Tou oL tedovauteg dev eixav. O Efstathiou eixe otn dtdBeor) Touv oxedov
€va urva yLa va etvat €Toldog yia Tnv emopevn MoAepLKn emttxeipnon tov VMF-122.3t1¢ 12 lovviou
n Moipa eptace oto Guadalcanal kat ot ldnwveg TNV LTIOdEXBNKAV PE PLa ETILOPOUN TNV ETIOUEVN
nuepa. 2tLg 14 lovviov N VMF-122 metage TIG TIPWTEC TNG TIOAEULKEC ATTOOTOAEG OTNV TIEPLOXN,
TPAYMATOTIOLWVTAC pLa TtThon BopRapdlopol kat cuvodeiag-mpooyeiwong pog N Vila,
akoAovBoupevn anod dUO TEPLTIOALEC TNV eMoOPeVN NUEPA. 2TLC 16 louviou 1943, pla alohoyn
LATTWVLKN duvapn epgaviotnke ota pavtap Touv Guadalcanal, n omola aroteAovvtav arod dVo
dwdekadec BouBapdiotikd D3A2 Val tng 582n¢ Mtepuyag kat dekaegl Zero Tng (dlag povadag. H
duvapn vTooTNPELZOTAV TIEPALTEPW ATIO SV EEXWPLOTOVUES OXNUATLOUOUE dUO BWOEKAdWYV
KATAOLWKTIKWY Zero TnG 204n¢ Mtepuyac kal TplavTa aro tnv 251n MNMtepuya, SnAadr) CUVOALKA
94 agpookdpn. O Yromhotapyxog Shindo Saburo nynBnke TnG PLKTNG OUAdAC KATASLWKTIKWY Kal
BoupBapdLoTikwy, n ormotla repteAauBave Ta BopBapdloTika KABETNG £OPUNONG Kal Ta Zero
ouvodeiag. Ot 6Lo oxnuatiopot Zero TTov akoAouBolcav TETOVOAV EAAPPWC TIAVW Kal TILow aro
Ta BopBapdLOTIKA, XPNOLUOTIOLWVYTAC TLG OOKLUAOUEVES TAKTIKEC Toug. KaBwe mAnotalav to
Guadalcanal, metovoav peTagd NS vroou Savo Kal Tou akpwtnpiov Esperance, dlatnpwvtac
OYo¢ Tepitou 25.000 modwy, oL NTAV N TIPAYPATLKI) 0pOPr LTINPECLAC YLa TA TIANPWE POPTWHEVA
Vals. Ot Aueplkavol iotepav apxLlka OTL ol [armwveg okomevav va eTuteBolV og agpodpopLa Kat
XEPOALEC €YKATAOTACELG, DEOOPEVWY TWV OXETIKA Alywv TAolwv Tou USN oTo Alpdvl oe cLyKpLon
€ TOUG TIPONYOUHEVOUG PNVEG. TN oLvexeLa, N Aloiknon KatadlwKTIKWY ameoTeIAE OUVOALKA 104
paxnTika aepookagn tnG USAAF tou USN, tou USMC kat tTng RNZAF oe dlagopeg Tomnobeaoteg,
TPOETOLACKEVA YIa KABE evoexopevo. Ol oxNUATLOPOL TWVY KATASLWKTIKWY CUCOWPEVTNKAY OTO
Russells, oto Cape Esperance, oto Tulagi kat oto Henderson Field, evw ipdoBeteg epedpeieg
HOXNTIKWY TOTIOBETNBNKAV yia TN GUACEN TWV AYKLUPOBOALWV Twv TAotwy. Avapevotav va etvat
gla tepaotia paxn. Ta Corsair tng VMF-122 artoyelwBnkay, kat o TexVkog Aoxlag Owuag
Efstathiou Ttov metovoe pe to F4U-1, BuN0.023332, katappipBnke amno eva Zero, evw 0O
YrioAoxayoc EE Shifflett dlekdiknoe €va Zero otnv (dla avapetpnon. Katd tn dtdpkela tne
45\eTTNC AEPOPAXLAG, TA QUEPLKAVIKA KATAOLWKTLIKA KAl TA KATAOLWKTIKA TNG RNZAF
TIPOKAAECQV ONUAVTLKEC AMWAELEG OTOLG lAMwveS, AAAd oL Tipaydatikol aptBuot dev mAnotalav
oUTE Katd dlavola avToug TIoL LTooTNEIXONKAY. Ta TIVPA TWV AVTLAEPOTIOPLKWY, TOCO Ao TNV
€Npa 600 Kat arod AL, CULTIANPWYAY TNV AEPOUAXLa, OTIWG NTAV XAPAKTNELOTIKO OTLG PHAXES TOU
Guadalcanal oe auT6 TO 0TAdLO TOL TTOAEPOL ToL EtpnvikoL. Ot cuvoALkeg dlekdilknoelc Twv HIMA
YLQ KATAPPLPBEVTA LATWVLIKA agEPOOKAPN AyyLZav Ta opla Tng pavraotag, ge 79 agpookagn va
LTIooTNPIZeTal OTL KaTappiednKav o agpopaxies Kat 28 aro rupd AA (GAwV Twv TUTIWV). Mbvo
deka Vals kat dekateooepa Zeros katappiednkav Katd tn OLdpKeLa agpopaxiag, evw Tpla akopn
Vals katappigenkav ard AA TIA0LOU, e CUVOALKT) ATTWAELA 27 LATTWVLIKWY AgPOOKAPWV. . Ot
LATTWVLKOL LOXUPLOPOL NTAV akoPn TILo LTIEPPROALKOL. Av Kal xdBnkav €L QUEPLKAVIKA UaxNTLKA,
OVo U0 £TtECAV OTN WAYN, €va amod auta nTav Tou TexvikoL Aoxia Thomas Efstathiou. Ot dAAeg
TEOOEPLC ATIWAELEG OPEIAOVTAV OE CLYKPOVOELG OTOV AEPQ, YEYOVOC TIOL NTAV AvVnOoUXNTLKO. O
EAANvoQuepLKkavog TUAOTOC BewprBnKe ayvoouEVOS Kal yLa PJEYAAO XPOVLKO dLactnua n
oLKoyeveLd Tou NATILZE OTL elxe CUAANPBEL WC AUXUAAWTOG TIOAEUOU, HEXPL TIOL TEALKA KNPLXBNKE
vekpog To 1945. O Efstathiou TipnBnke peta Bdvatov pe To petaAALo Purple Heart, Tnv evgnuo
TPOEOPLKN PVELQ PE Eva aoTEPL, TO HETAAALO American Defense Service Medal pe Base clasp yia
TNV uTinpeota Tou oTLg MapBevec Nnooug kal To peTAAALo Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal.

dwTtoypapia tou deAtlov tavtdéTnTAG Tou Thomas Efstathiou, pe tov oelplako
aplBuod Tou va dtakpivetat amo katw. (Thomas Efstathiou Officer Military File)

‘Eva @opTnyod wuyeio poptwvel eutadr aviikeipeva oe €va R4D tov lavoudplo Tou

1944. O Thomas metovoe Pe ta R4D, tnv ekdoon touv C-47 Dakota tou MoAeputkoL
Nautikol Tng VMJ-253, TETWVTAC ATOCTOAEC TIAVW aTtd TA VNOLA TOL YOAOUWVTQ,
TPV peTaTefel 0TA KATAOLWKTIKA Kat Ta agléhoya Corsair. (National Archives via
https://www.marineairgroup25.com/)

‘Eva Vought F4U-1 Corsair tng VMF-122 (White-66) og TteplmoAia dvwBev Twy viowv

Palau to 1943. A&l0 IPOCOYNG elval TO uUTEPUEYEBNC VOUPEPO avayvwpLlong Tou
aepomhavou o€ oxeon ue TIC  TApakdATw pwToypaPleG. (via
https://www.asisbiz.com/)

AB6M3 Model 22 tn¢ 251nc¢ lMtepuyag oe meptoAia ano tn Rabaul, Tov Mdlo tou
1943. O EAANvoapepLlkavog TAOTOC Ba EMEPTE TOV EMOPEVO PAva AMO Ta OTAQ
Twv Zero eite ¢ 25Tn¢ Mtepuyac eite tng 202n¢ Mtepuyag, oe yla Peydain
aepopaxia otnv omoia €AaBav pePog katadlwkTikd tou USN, Tou USMC, tng
USAAF kat tng RNZAF. (Hajime Yoshida via Zero Fighter Pilots Facebook
Community)

0 hoxlac Thomas Efstathiou metoloe pe €va TpwLPo JovTteAo Tou dtaonuou F4U Corsair pe BOAo birdcage, katd tn dtdpketa tne Bnteiag tou pe v VMF-122 avw and to Guadalcanal. Av kat n teAevtata tou
miton ntav pe to F4U-1, BuNo0.023332, dev yvwpidoupe tov aptBud avayvwplong Tou Corsair. AVoTUXWE, Ol pwToypagies ano tnv mpwiun vrnpeocta tng VMF-122 eivatl ondvies. Qotooo, undpyouv ot dVo
Tapandvw ewTtoypapies mou pag deixvouy eva avILPOOWTEVTIKO JovTIEAO. H pwToypagia ota aplotepd, To White 82, eivat Touv AvBurtoAoxayou Harry S Huidekoper, USMCR tng VMF-213, n omota tpaBrxtnke
nepimou Tov ZemteuPplo Tou 1943. MpoKeLTal yla eva mpwny JaxnTiké VMF-122 ye to ovoua 'George’ Kat ta dlakpLTikd tng Moipag, ‘eva ‘Bulldog' kaTtw améd tnv kaAumtpa. Ae€id, o AvBurohoxayog Virgil G. Ray
moddpel geoa oto TuAoThplo Tou Corsair Tou, emiong pe to dlakpltiko ‘Bulldog', yeyovog mou deixvel OTL NTav KOV TIPAKTLKA ylad OAd Ta KATAdLWKTIKA TNG Moipag, eKTOC av Kat oL dUo pwToypaPles

ametkovidouv To (610 Corsair. (Copyright Gaetan Marie - Photos by A.Ray via WW?2aircraft.net Forums)

EINDING OF DEATE

4 February 1943, 285835

Pursuant to Section 5 of Public Law 490, 77th Con-
gress, as amended, and following a full review of all avail-
able information, the Secretary of the Navy on thie 17th day
of June, 1945, finds

TECHNICAL SERGEANT THOMAS EFSTATHIOU, USMC,

to be dead, Reference (b) reported him missing in action
since 16 June, 1943, Reference (c) reported his fallure
to return to Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands
from an attack mission on 16 June, 1843. According to
reference (d), two flights were sent out and contacted a

ght of 120 enemy Zerce and dive bombers, resulting in our
two flights scrambling. Technical Sergeant Efstathlou was
reported as migeing in action, Since no further inforsation
had been recelved regarding the fate of this enlisted pllot,
and the possibility that he may heave been in eneamy hands,
reference (e) recommended that he be continued in a mlssing
in action status until further informaticn was obtained,
However, since two years have now elapsed and he has not been
confirmed a prisoner of war, and no additional information
has been received regarding hie fate or whereabouts, it is
only reasonable to conclude that he lost his 1ife in the line
of duty and not as the result of his own misconduct.

In compliance with Section 5§, Public Law 490, as
amended, the death of the aforementioned enlisted man 1s
pr to have ed on the 17th day of June, 1945,

Cited in the Name of

The President of the United States

THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION, REINFORCED

Under command of

- CITATION:

Major General Alexander A. Vandegrift, U.S.M.C.

forced landing assaults against a number of strongly defended
Japanese positions on Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo, Florida and
Guadaleanal, British Seolomon Islands, completely routing all
the enemy forces and seizing a most valuable base and airfield
within the enemy zone of operations in the South Pacific Ocean.
From the above period until 9 December, 1942, this Reinforced
Division not onlyheld their important strategic positions despite
determined and repeated Japanese naval, air and land attacks,
but by a series of offensive operations against strong enemy w

IN REPLYING ADORESS
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
AND REFER T NO.

DaP=-dmd

HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON 28, D. C:

o AQFT
My dosr Kr. ond rs, Bfstathiou: JUN 20 195

1 an directed by the Commandant of tae Marine Corps to for-
ward to you tae following posthumous awards te which you are entitled
a3 the next of kin of tae late Tochnlcal Sergesnt Thomas Efstathlou,
U, S8, Marine Corpa:

Amsrican Defense Service Nedal with Base olasp.

Viotory Medal World War II.

““The officers and enlisted men of the First Marine
Division, Reinforced, on August 7to 9, 1942, demonstrated out-
standing gallantry and determination in successfully executing

It is regretted that tne other wwards mentioned in previous
letters from this Headquarters are not ready for issuance. However,
when available they will be sent to you without application. A cer—
tificate of service will also be sent to You &3 Soon as practicable.

Sincerely yours,

A, E. O'NEIL
Colonel, Us S. Marine Corps,

resistance drove the Japanese from the proximity of the airfield
and inflicted greatlosses on them by land and air attacks. The

of an inspiring crder.”

Secretary of the Navy.

Secretary of the Navy.
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Sources:

Thomas Efstathiou OMPF

courage and determination displayed in these operations were

Inclosures: 2.

* & Mr, and los. John Efstathiou,
2145 Southern Boulevard,
Bronx, New York.

Pacific Adversaries Volume Four- Imperial Japanese Navy vs The Allies, The Solomons 1943-1944, Michael Claringbould, Avonmore Books, 2021, ISBN — 978 0 6489262 2 1

https://www.marineairgroup25.com/

https://ww2aircraft.net/forum/threads/marine-f4u-corsairs-1943-solomon-russell-islands.57240/#post-1687532

https://missingmarines.com/thomas-efstathiou/

Special Thanks to Peter Ingman for bringing Thomas Efstathiou service to our attention and providing us with details of his last mission as well as Donald Mounts (Global

Military Research, LLC) for his invaluable help regarding the retrieval of Thomas Military File.

Design & hosting by Bravo Bravo Aviation

017-2023 Dimitris Vassilopoulos - All Rights Reserved



https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/pilots-crews/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/pilots-crews/fighter-pilots/
https://www.marineairgroup25.com/
https://ww2aircraft.net/forum/threads/marine-f4u-corsairs-1943-solomon-russell-islands.57240/#post-1687532
https://missingmarines.com/thomas-efstathiou/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/donors/
http://www.bravobravoaviation.com/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/pilots-crews/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/the-research-team/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/the-partners/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/donors/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/reviews/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/comments/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/shop/
https://www.greeks-in-foreign-cockpits.com/contact/

