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P-47 THUNDERBOLT PILOT

513th Fighter Squadron / 406th Fighter Group

USAAF

O William Manos moZdpel mepA@ava eopwvtag Tov eEOTALOPS TITACNG TOU, KATA TN dldpkeld Tng
Baolkng Ttou ekmaidbevong oto Ontario TNG KaAipopvia. A@oU OAOKANPWOE TNV TINTIKH TOU
ekmaidevon oe PT-17 Stearman, BT-13 Valliant, AT-6 Texan kat P-40 Warhawk, tonoBetnbnke otnv
497n Molpa, Tov lavoudplo tou 1944, n onoia nrav pta OTU pe €dpa 1o Harding Field. H povada
Xpnotpomotlovoe To oykwdeg P-47 Thunderbolt kat o Manos Bupdtal Tnv TPWTN TOL £MAPN HE TO
paxnTiko tTng Republic: "Aev metdel, efvat MOAL peydho kat Bapl. Ti¢ TPWTEC TPLAVTIA WPEC NTAV oav
va TeToloa Pe €va HeyaAo KTiplo. AQOTOL Tepacav MePLTou oapavIa WPEeg, OAOL CUHPWVACAE OTL
ATav To KAAUTEPO agpoTAAvo Tou tetaape moTe". (Greeksinforeigncockpits peow Bill Manos 111)

O William Stanley Manos yevvnonke oto lNMoptAavt tou Opeykov otig 21 lavovapiov
1923. O matepag touv BaciAeltoc MavwAng katayotav arno To XwpLo Pogivo tne
enapyiac Apkadiag kat npbe otic Hvwpueveg MoAlteleg To 1918, Omov cLVTOUELTE
TO OVOPA Tou Kal AAAage to ovopd tou oe William Bill Manos. Mavtpeutnke tnv
ayarnuevn Tou Kal artektnoe dvo rawdia, tn Doris kat tov William. O Bill okegptoTav
navta tTnv EAAGSa kat cuvnBide va dinyeital ota matdld Tou LOTOoPLES YA TIC PEPEC
Tou O0TO XwPLo Tou. O William oAokANpwaoe TG OMoLOEC TOU Kal €PYACTNKE OTO
OLKOYEVELAKO E0TLATOPLO Kal WS 0dnyoc otnv Iron Fireman MFG. Otav gomace o B'
M1 ekave aitnon yla Ttnv USAAF Kal gylve OEKTOC, UE AMOTEAEOUA VA TIAPOLOLACTEL
otn Santa Anna tng Kahtgopvia tov ®efpouapto touv 1943. OAOKANPWVOVTAG TNV
ekmaidevor) Touv TomoBetnOnke otnv 497n Molpa MaxnTLlkwy, ylad ETUXELPNOLAKD
Tou ekmaidevon ota P-47 Thunderbolts. ‘Exovtag cupmAnpwoetl 300 wpeg mINong
(90 oe KATAOLWKTLKA) PeTATEDBNKE O0TNV 9n AgpoTtoptkr Abvaun Kat TonoBeTndnKe
otnv 406n lMtepuya Kat ovykekplpgeva otnv 513n Moipa Mayntikwy. O William
METACE TIC TIPWTEC TOU QATIOOTOAEG HPEPLKEC NUEPEC TIPLV ATO TNV ETILXELPNON
Overlord kat €AaBe pepoc oe 4 amMOOTOAEC KATA TN Oldpkela tng D-Day kat TLg
NUEPEC TIOL aKoAovBnoav TNV €loBOAN. EKTOC amd TIC QOCTOAEC €yyUC
UTIOOTNPLENG TWV OTPATELPATWY ELOROANG TETAEE E€TONG TIOAAEC QMOOTOAEC
Nobel kaBw¢ kat etubeoelg oe aepodpouLa. 2Ti¢ 2 Avyovotou 1944, katapplepbnke
KOVTA otnv meploxn Granville petd amod emiBeon oto agpodpoulo Rennes, aAAd
KaTagepe va Byel OWOG Ao TO KATECTPAUPEVO P-47 kal va dtapuyel Tn cUAANYN.
MeTtd amnod peplkeg nuepeg oto 150 Noookopeio Exkotpateiag, emeotpepe OTn
Molpa Tou Kal cuvexloe va TETAEL Pe To veo Tou Thunderbolt pe Tnv otayovoeldn
KOQAUTITPA TIOU TOL ETETPETE va €xel Bea 360 polpwy, TO OMolo ovoudoTtnke "The
Raider". Zuppeteixe oe €va diunvo mpoypaupa Mpowbdnuevou Aeporoplkol EAeyKTH
(Forward Air Controler Program) kat ouvdeBnke pe SLdpopeg povadeg €5Apoug,
KaBodNYWVTAG OUMHOXIKA KATAOLWKTLKA OTOUC OTOXOUG TOUG. AQOL ETEOTPEWE
otn Moipa Tou, Tov SOBNKE TO BIKO TOU ZUAVOC KAl APXLOE VA TIETAEL AMOOTOAES
eniyelag vmootnPELENS mavw anod tn Bopetodutikn Evpwnn kat tTn Meppavia. Mexpt
TO TEAOC TOL TIOAEPOL, TLOTWONKE pe pla TlBavr) katappupn evog Fw190 kaBwe
Kal TNV TPOKANoN ¢nuULwv og eva agpltwBoupevo BouBapdloTtikd Ar234! Ma tnv
dpaon Tou Tundnke pe To Distinguished Flying Cross kat To Air Medal pe 6 Oak Leaf
Clusters. Meta tnv €ruotpo@r) Tov oTLl¢ Hvwpeveg MoAlteleg eylve ekmaldeuTng
oe P-51 oto agpodpopto Luke kal amoyxwpnoe aro tnv USAAF otig 5 lavovapiou
1947. AoxoAnenke pe Ta ouvolkdTa Kal apyotepa Eekivnoe tn OLKN Tou eMLYelpnon
EPYACLAKWY Oxeoewv e Tn oLluyo tou Cleta. Xtn dekaetia Tou '70 umeRaAe
aitnon yia tn 6€on touv Opoormovdlakol Alattntr Tng Opoomovolakng Ymnpeotlag
AlauecoAdpBnone kat XupptBacuoy kat dloplotnke yla uvmnpecta to 1972 Kkat
apyotepa idpuoe pla etatpeia avBpwrivou duvautkoL padi pe ta mawdia tou Bill Jr
kat Debbie ou tnv ovopace wg The 3Gs (3 Greeks)! O William Manos £guye amod tn
Zwn otlgc 3 Mdiov 2071, WG €vac TAAQVTOUXOC Kal ETUTUXNUEVOS TUAOTOC -
enuyelpnuartiag.

MepLoodTEPEC AETITOUEPELEC UTIOPELTE Va Bpeite oTov TOWOo B' TNC 0gLpdg Twv
BLBAlwy "EAAHNEZ ZE ZENA COCKPIT".

TeAelwvovtag Tnv urnpeacia tov we FAC, o William eneotpeype otnv 5130 Molpa meTwvtag anooToAEG UTIOOTAPLENG yLa TNV Tpitn ZTpatid Tou Patton. Z0ppwva pe Tov ylo tou Bill, to 44-33547 rtav to P-47D-
25-RE Thunderbolt mouv metovoe cuxvd o matepag Tou. Mbavwg MeToloe Pe OTIOLO KATAOLWKTIKO NTav dlabeaotyo, Kabwg pmopel va pnv eixe AAAO MPOCWTILKO AEPOOKAPOG. Av Kal 6 PHETAAALKO @Lviplopa,
egakoAouBoloe va pepel Ta dLaKPLTIKA KOKKLva orpata Twy Thunderbolts tng 513th FS, 406th FG, kaBwe Kat TI¢ Bappeves avTBaUBWTIKES ETUPAVELEG EUTIPOG KAl Tiow amod tnv kalurrpa. (Copyright

Gaetan Marie)
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